Minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held at Whitegate Primary School Hall on Monday 13th June 2022 at 7.30pm
Members of the public present: Ward Councillor’s Mike Baynham and Gina Lewis

Members of the Council present Cllr Rayner (Chair), Cllr Ranson, Cllr Matthews, Cllr Roston,Cllr Leech,Cllr Haigh 
1. Apologise for absence. 				Declarations of interest.
Cllr Baldini – work						None
Cllr Cotterill – holiday

[bookmark: _Hlk485056230][bookmark: _Hlk76205839]2.1 To approve the minutes of the Annual General Meeting (AGM) and ordinary Parish Council meeting held on Monday 9th May 2022.  1389/22 resolved that the Council approved the minutes of the AGM and ordinary meeting held on Monday 9th May 2022.  
2.2  To approve the minutes of the Extra-ordinary meeting and confidential part 2 minutes held on Wednesday 1st June 2022.  1390/22 resolved that the Council approved the minutes of the extra-ordinary meeting held Wednesday 1st June 2022.

3. Matters arising from the minutes of the AGM and ordinary meeting on Monday 9th May 2022.
3.1 No matters arising
3.2 Action Log:
· Clerk has updated the policies on website and displayed the accounts (not yet forwarded to Certificate of exemption).
· Tesco lease on the agenda.
· A54 – Ward Councill Mike Baynham was going to check if CWAC letter had gone out to residents, majority return, confirmed as of 2.5 weeks ago the letter had not been issued.  Cllr Baynham was notified of a crack on bridge over the brook, which he has reported to highways.
· Whitegate Lane speed limit reduction ward councillors have agreed funding, and Parish Council also agreed to contribute.  Agreed four ways split of funding overall contribution required £1500 so £375 each.
· Sutton Field survey – we have asked but not got the data back; Cassia lane – Cllr Baynham  has not put request in to do survey.
· Tree planting – request support in October.
· Cllr Rayner wrote to Cllr Baynham about enforcement and Clerk sent our list of our outstanding enforcements, Cllr Baynham raised the question at Full Council.  It was confirmed they have hired people recently; they have 6 people currently 4.9 FTE’s, and two have only just started.  Cllr Baynham asked for a written response and will forward to the Parish Council.  Clerk confirmed had a response from planning enforcement about dumping at Nova Scotia, the enforcement officer could not find anything amiss.  Clerk confirmed the dumping was still there but has been levelled out and soil put over so is covered by all the recent growth.									Action: MB
GL arrived 19.45
3.4 Feedback from Police Crime Commissioner (PCC) event – Cllr Ranson attended and circulated a comprehensive note.  In summary the PCC is keen to make difference, reaching out talking to people. Three area commanders were at the meeting.  They are looking at levels of customer service for 999 and non-emergency calls; redrafting policing plan at moment which will be in digital format. There was a Q&A session predominantly discussed speeding.  Interesting update about ‘county lines’ outlining what trying to do to raise standard of living as a holistic view; Cybercrime - wide ranging discussion.  
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Cllr Roston informed the meeting he had three caravans stolen.  Police picked up vehicles going toward Crewe – thieves unhooked caravans and gave chase and caught them. Cllr Roston was very impressed and they have kept him updated on developments, good news for the owners will get their vans back.  PCC also had to make phone call and he was impressed by action taken too.  They are working with the Probation Service community payback – if PC’s have any projects to get in touch.  Discussed speed enforcement not being able to enforce on certain roads, use of average speed cameras – suitable where there are no turnoffs.  
Discussed local police surgery – our is held somewhere in Winsford, previously tried to hold them locally at the café but poor attendance, Cllr Roston was the only attendee at one meeting.

4. Clerk’s report and correspondence 
4.1 Discussed and agreed action to Clerk’s report and correspondence: actions complete or on the agenda.

5. Planning 
5.1 1391/22 resolved the following planning application responses:
	22/01465/FUL
	Tree Tops Sutton Field
	Construction of two storey and single storey rear extension, raising roof over garage with front dormer to form first floor bedroom.
	No objection

	22/01574/FUL
	Dairy Cottage Clay Lane Marton
	Single storey extension
	No objection

	22/01210/FUL
	Old Oak Stables Clay Lane Marton
	Single storey rear extension and alterations to windows/ doors
	No objection

	22/01412/FUL
	Oakwood Dalefords Lane Marton
	Erection of chimney stack to existing dwelling
	No objection



Resident shared proposed draft plans for the wooden garage at the rear of the Mews.  General discussion took place:  proposal is significantly larger than existing structure; concern becoming a house in future? but aware that cannot be considered when discussing this application.  The shed needs to be replaced and functionable, this is more than two garages now includes workshop and office space.  Brick structure replacing a wooden structure so is a big change from existing structure.  Workshop rollup door could that be an issue for Mews if being used and noisy, might be less impactful if on the other side.   Concern about height, and need for the office, this is a change of use.  Should they utilise same foot print? This is a conservation area need to Preserve and enhance the area.   Clerk to respond:  it was agreed that the existing wooden structure is in need of replacement.  There was concern about the proposed height being visible as we would want to preserve the character of the conservation area.  Adding an office above would change the use of the current structure. Action: Clerk  

5.2 To discuss enforcement/complaints: 
· Case Farm – no change still monitoring, on hold.  
· Clay Lane Farm (Old Oak Stables)– LDC withdrawn, another application above. No update on the remaining wooden buildings on site. 
· Wooden sheds Dalefords Lane – no update from enforcement
· Wooden shed - Foxwist Green – no update from enforcement, are aware it is a replacement structure.
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· Hunters Lodge – investigating the use of the property
· Coachwood Farm – static caravan checking removal following property build.

5.3 updates regarding the following planning applications: 
Noted the following applications were granted: none
The following applications were refused: none
Clerk confirmed the LDC application at Old Oak Stables was removed before the comment for the above application was confirmed.
5.4 Parish Council/Resident Action Group update on Gypsy Traveller Sites – no further updates.  

6. Finances 
6.1 The bank statement for the current account showed a balance of £67,564.89 there are three cheques to be cleared through the bank.   The current account balance remaining will be £65,259.03 (£92,068.98 including savings accounts) agreed 1392/22 the following:
6.2 Pay Clerk Wages £900 and reimbursement of costs £141.42 (jubilee, annual assemble, internal auditor thank you)
6.3 Pay HMRC £225
6.4 Pay Quay Payroll for payroll service £15
6.5 Pay any councillor reimbursements Robert Matthews £216.20 (jubilee plaque and cement)
6.6 Pay Cheshire Community Action £50 
6.7 Pay Tesco field rent upon receipt of invoice £600 plus VAT £720
6.8 1393/22 agree football field rent subsidy of £100.  This will be included in the sublease.
6.9 Noted receipt of VAT claim to 2021-22 financial year £445.92

7. Road Safety update
7.1 Vicarage Green – no further update from the last meeting, on hold until there is a resolution around accessing the site.  				
7.2 Road Safety updates – nothing new to add.  
7.3 Wig Wag signs –project on hold.
7.4 Litter, footpaths and styles – Cllr Haigh would like the PROW contact details, Clerk to share, a follow up meeting would be arranged later in the year.  Clerk to enquire why the zigzag footpath has progressed at Bark House farm if the appeal has not been progressed.											Action Clerk

8. Parish Issues											
8.1 Football field lease update.  Land Registry is currently being updated.  Sublease for football club is being signed tomorrow, subsidy agreed above will be included. Action: RM
8.2 United Utilities proposals for pumping stations in the parish – we had a presentation in Mews and Cllr Rayner circulated a note regarding their proposal.  In summary replace existing substation on Grange Lane and put new one next to it.  Pipeline to Marton with a further pumping station connected to Winsford.  There would be disruption whilst in build and is a two-year plan.  IT is unclear why the proposal does not include Paddocks in the proposals?  						 Action: Clerk to invite to future meeting
8.3 The land at the Beeches (non-confidential matters) – To update our ward councillors it was explained that we received an email 10 days ago outlining that the Beeches was going up for sale (land included opposite Rec. Room used as car park and other corners of the cross-roads) owned by Delamere Estate (Whitegate Investments limited).   The following day the land was advertised for sale accepting sealed bids by 8th June.  We made a plea outlining the community interest and asked if they could talk to us. They withdrew the land from sale pending discussion.  An extra-ordinary meeting was called and agreed strategy to find out what was happening.  Cllr Rayner, Cllr Matthews and Dave Cotterill (Chair of Rec Room) met 
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with the agent last Monday.  We gave a written brief explaining the Rec Room was built on land gifted by Delamere estate in 1907.  It was agreed the PC could negotiate up to a certain amount agreed in the confidential minutes.  We are aware there are other people interested; we don’t know how much they may offer. We get the impression they do want to sell it to us, now they understand the background.  
Q: Are they going to revert to sealed bids?  A: Still under negotiation with us.  
The area covers 1.15 acres and includes protected woodland, it is of community interest.  
Discussed if the land could be split, it was agreed if we own can do what we want!  
As a community we value the land it includes footpaths; if in private ownership it could be fenced off and become very dangerous, it is a beautiful setting with TPO’s which we have helped plant and maintain for a number of years. It was also explained that the nursery at the Rec. Room employs 10 people and is a feeder into the primary school, jobs would be at risk if we cannot secure the carpark for the Rec. Room.  

Ward councillors suggested we consider applying for a Community Asset this puts everything on hold.  Contact details to be provided to explore this option. 	 Action: KR to explore if applying for a Community Asset is a possibility

8.4 Discuss any general parish issues   - none
8.5 Feedback Queens Platinum Jubilee event Sunday 5th June 2022 – excellent turnout and the event went very well and raised £265.42 for Cotswold House.  Cllr Rayner thanked everyone for their help, it was a team effort. Cllr Rayner and Clerk have sent thanks to various people. 
8.6 Taxi service for residents – It was suggested at the last meeting that we enquire if St Marys church would administer a £200 hardship fund.  Cllr Roston has approached Alan Newton who will discuss with the pastoral committee and provide an update.
8.7 Tree planting – Deferred to the autumn.

9. Items for information and discussion only.	
9.1 Christmas Tree for 2022 – Cllr Ranson has a couple of trees which might be suitable for the next couple of years.  Cllr Roston to view for suitability.  Cllr Roston also has some growing which are not quite ready.  These should keep us going for a couple of years until the newly planted tree is established.								Action: DER

There being no further business part one of the meeting was closed by the chairman.


Signed by the Chairman ................................ Dated .............................
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Outstanding actions (if removed they are complete)		
	Ref
	 Date
	Action Log
	Responsible

	Various


	Feb 20 ongoing
	Finalise football field sub-lease
	RM

	3.2
	Oct 20 ongoing
	Road safety - A54 speed limit reduction (40mph) / Whitegate Lane (50mph) / Speed survey Sutton Fields and Cassia Lane
	MB

	5.6
	Aug 21
ongoing
	Footpaths – linking up / improvements

	VC / SH
Clerk

	7.1
	Aug 21
	Vicarage green access – farm change of ownership; 
Line of sight with original plan liaise with DC
	KR / DR

KR

	3.2
	June 22
	Enforcement backlog – MB share written response
	MB

	5.1
	June 22
	Write back to resident about draft plans for garage at rear of the Mews
	Clerk

	7.4
	June 22
	Bark House footpath – some work undertaken
	Clerk

	7.4
	June 22
	Share PROW contact details with SH
	Clerk

	8.2
	June 22
	Invite UU officer to next meeting
	Clerk

	8.3
	June 22
	Explore community asset if needed for the Beeches
	KR

	9.1
	June 22
	DER check if Christmas tree suitable at IR’s property
	DER / IR



Agenda Call forward
	Ref
	Call forward date
	Description

	
	
	

	
	Tbc 
	VRA re gritting, nuns grave

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Notes:  KR not available for the next meeting, RM to chair.
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